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A. Personal Statement 
I received a Ph.D. studying lentiviral infection of the brain at the University of Pittsburgh under the mentorship 
of Clayton Wiley in 2005.  In 2006, I began Postdoctoral training at UCLA in T cell immunology under the 
guidance of M. Carrie Miceli.  In both my graduate work at Pitt and my postdoctoral studies at UCLA, I was 
awarded training grant fellowships.  In 2008, I returned to the University of Pittsburgh as a Postdoctoral 
associate in Dr. Wiley’s lab.  In 2009, I was appointed Research Assistant Professor in the Neuropathology 
Division in the Department of Pathology.  I am active in both undergraduate and graduate training of scientists. 
I have 12 peer-reviewed articles and review articles. My research concentrates on the pathogenesis of 
neurodegenerative diseases and in particular on viral and age induced nervous system diseases. I have 
recently focused on the involvement of the immune system in central nervous system disease.  
 
B. Positions and Honors 
Positions and Employment 
1993   Research Intern, National Zoological Park, Smithsonian Institute, Washington, DC 
1994-1995  Research Technician, USDA ARS Human Nutrition Research Center, Grand Forks, ND 
1995-1997  Peace Corps Volunteer, Chemistry and Biology Education, Cameroon, Africa 
1998-2005 Graduate Student Researcher, Department of Infectious Diseases and Microbiology, University 

of Pittsburgh 
2006 Postdoctoral Associate, Department of Pathology, University of Pittsburgh 
2006-2008 Postdoctoral Scholar, Department of Microbiology, Immunology, and Molecular Genetics, 

University of California Los Angeles 
2008-2009 Postdoctoral Associate, Department of Pathology, University of Pittsburgh 
2009-present Research Assistant Professor, Department of Pathology, University of Pittsburgh 
 
Other Experience and Professional Memberships 
2000-present Member, American Association for the Advancement of Science  
2002-present Member, American Society for Investigative Pathology 
2009-present Member, International Society of Neuroimmunology 
2009-present Member, Society for Neuroscience 
2009-present Member, International Society for Neurovirology 
 
 
Honors 
2003-2004  NIH Neurobiology Training Grant Fellow T32 MH18273 
2007-2008  NIH Microbial Pathogenesis Training Grant Fellow T32-AI07323 
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Ongoing Research Support 
 
P50 AG005133      Lopez (PI)           05/01/10-04/30/15 
ADRC-Project 3 – (Kofler – PI) Alterations of microglial phenotype and function in aging and Alzheimer’s 

disease. 
This grant assesses changes in adult human microglia activation potential in aging and Alzheimer’s disease. 
Role:  Co-I 
 
 


