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Fellow Name: ___________________

Rotation Dates: ______________

Evaluators Name: _______________________
Evaluation Date: _____________

Please check appropriate level in each category.

GENERAL NEUROPATHOLOGY

	PC1.
	Procedure: Autopsy (General)

Level 1
· Understands the value of autopsy examination of the central and peripheral nervous system

· Understands the principles of confidentiality, universal precautions, chemical hazards, and personal protective equipment

· Properly identifies the decedent and verifies consent and limitations to extent of the autopsy

Level 2
· Reviews clinical records/history; contacts the clinical team in advance of the case and summarizes questions posed by the clinical team

· Is aware of reporting regulations, such as legal jurisdiction, statutes regarding authorization to perform autopsy (medical examiner), device reporting, communicable diseases

· Can remove brain, spinal cord, eyes, trigeminal nerve, sural nerve, muscle

Level 3
· Performs uncomplicated gross dissections

Level 4
· Performs complex and special dissections

Level 5
· Plans and designs complex and special dissection
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	PC2.
	Procedure: Autopsy (Gross)
Level 1
· Possesses baseline knowledge of neuroanatomy

Level 2
· Performs routine coronal sectioning of brains by standard landmarks

· Samples brain regions for microscopy according to standard protocol

Level 3
· Recognizes, describes, and locates in anatomic terms lesions

· Determines appropriate sampling based on gross findings (beyond standard protocol)

· Performs section of brain in other plane as appropriate to clinical information

Level 4
· Integrates gross autopsy findings into an interpretive report

Level 5
· Plans and designs complex and special brain dissection and sampling, yielding an interpretive report
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	PC3.
	Procedure: Autopsy (Microscopic and reporting)

Level 1
· Possesses baseline knowledge of normal histology of central and peripheral nervous system

Level 2
· Recognizes common patterns of injury

Level 3
· Recognizes specific diseases

· Determines appropriate studies as required for diagnosis

· Descriptions utilize accepted criteria for diagnosis

Level 4
· Integrates gross and microscopic findings into an interpretive report

· Incorporates literature review

Level 5
· Address novel or non-diagnostic autopsy findings in interpretive reports
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	PC4.
	Procedure: Surgical (Gross)

Level 1
· Understands common neurosurgical procedures and derived specimens

· Recognizes the importance of gross examination for the interpretation of histology and management of patients

Level 2
· Ensures and maintains the integrity of specimens to avoid cross-contamination or identity errors

· Performs gross examination, description and sampling of routine neurosurgical specimens

Level 3
· Performs gross examination, description and samples of complex neurosurgical specimens (e.g. seizure resections, eyes)

· Prepares nerve and muscle specimens under supervision

Level 4
· Integrates gross findings into an interpretive report for both routine and complex specimens

· Prepares nerve and muscle specimens independently

Level 5

· Designs novel approaches to complex specimens through collaboration with other members of the healthcare team
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	PC5.
	Procedure: Surgical (Microscopic and reporting)

Level 1
· Possesses baseline knowledge of normal histology of central and peripheral nervous system

Level 2

· Recognizes common processes; neoplastic, infectious, inflammatory, vascular, malformative, traumatic, degenerative, demyelinating, neuromuscular, and ocular

Level 3
· Formulates diagnostic interpretations into an interpretive report with guidance

· Determines appropriate studies as required for diagnosis with guidance

Level 4
· Proficiently formulates diagnostic interpretations into an interpretive report with minimal guidance

· Determines appropriate studies as required for diagnosis with minimal guidance

Level 5
· Capable of recognizing new diagnostic entities
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	PC6.
	Procedure: Intra-operative consultation

Level 1
· Understands common neurosurgical procedures and the role of intra-operative consultation, frozen section (FS) and intra-operative cytology (IOC)

Level 2
· Selects and handles tissue for FS and IOC under supervision

· Prepares FS and IOC slides that are of good interpretive quality

Level 3
· Discusses with pathology attending staff member(s) any requests that are contraindicated

· Correctly selects tissue for frozen section diagnosis independently

· Able to perform high quality IOC/FS on technically difficult and multiple specimens; performs IOC/FS within turnaround time standards

· Effectively communicates the diagnosis under supervision

Level 4
· Formulates and effectively communicates the diagnosis and is cognizant of the impact of diagnosis on patient care with minimal supervision

· Responds appropriately to the concerns of the surgeon

· Proficient in the performance of IOC/FS, including for technically difficult specimens

Level 5
· Formulates and effectively communicates the diagnosis and is cognizant of the impact of diagnosis on patient care, even in ambiguous situations
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	MK1.
	Diagnostic Knowledge

Level 1
· Identifies the resources for learning in neuropathology

Level 2
· Assimilates medical knowledge in neuropathology from various learning sources

· Demonstrates textbook-level diagnostic knowledge for neuropathology

Level 3
· Performs scientific literature review and investigation of clinical cases to inform patient care (evidence-based medicine) and improve diagnostic knowledge of neuropathology

Level 4
· Applies and synthesizes medical knowledge from scientific literature review and investigation to inform patient care (evidence-based medicine)

· Presents and discusses cases

· Demonstrates proficiency in diagnostic knowledge of neuropathology

Level 5
· Contributes to medical knowledge of others and participates in life-long learning through literature review, Continuing Medical Education [(CME), and Self-Assessment Modules (SAMs)]
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	MK2.
	Teaching

Level 1
· Participates in active learning

Level 2
· Understands and begins to acquire the skills needed for effective teaching

· Teaches medical students and trainees from pathology and other disciplines, as needed

Level 3
· Teaches peers as needed

Level 4
· Teaches across departments and at all levels, including to clinicians, patients and families

Level 5
· Models teaching across departments and at all levels, including for clinicians, patients, and families
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	SBP1
	Regulatory

Level 1
· Understands that laboratories are regulated by state, federal, and professional organizations

· Understands the use of proficiency testing

· Understands the basics of quality assurance

· Demonstrates compliance with national regulations for patient privacy and confidentiality (e.g. HIPPA, state laws, institutional policies)

Level 2
· With substantial guidance implements state, federal and professional organizations standards or elements of checklists in the laboratory

· Reviews proficiency testing results

Level 3
· With minimal guidance implements state, federal, and professional organizations standards or elements of checklists in the laboratory

· Able to implement corrective action based on proficiency testing results

Level 4
· Participates as a team member in mock or actual inspection of a laboratory, or equivalent (e.g. tracers, self-inspection)

Level 5
· Actively participates in, or performs, inspections of a laboratory at an outside facility

· Able to lead an inspection of a laboratory
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	SBP2.
	Healthcare teams

Level 1
· Understands the importance of the pathologist’s role in the healthcare team

Level 2

· With substantial guidance plays a role in the healthcare team (e.g. case presentation, consultation, test selection guidance)

Level 3
· With minimal guidance plays a role in the healthcare team (e.g. case presentation, consultation, test selection guidance)

Level 4

· Independently plays a role in the healthcare team (e.g. case presentation, consultation, test selection guidance)

· Takes weekend or night call

Level 5
· Effectively plays a lead role in the healthcare team (e.g. case presentation, consultation, test selection guidance)
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	SBP3.
	Lab Management: Resource Utilization (personnel and finance)

Level 1
· Aware of the roles of a pathologist in managing personnel; interprets an organizational chart

· Recognizes different budget types (e.g. capital vs operating budget)

Level 2
· Knows the personnel and lines of reporting in the laboratory

· Describes the elements of budget (e.g. personnel, capital equipment)

Level 3
· Describes the process of personnel management and employment laws (e.g. interview questions, Family and Medical Leave Act, termination policy)

· Understands the basics of pathology practice finance (e.g. Part A and Part B, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services [CMS])

Level 4
· Participates in employee interviews/performance evaluation (real or simulated experiences)

· Participates in a budget cycle exercise (draft, defend, and propose logical cuts and/or additions)

· Introduced new antibody or test

Level 5
· Manages personnel effectively

· Develops a budget
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	PBLI1.
	Evidence-based Utilization

Level 1
· Understands the importance of evidence-based utilization of laboratory tests and results

Level 2
· With substantial guidance critically reviews the literature addressing evidence based utilization of laboratory tests and results

Level 3
· With minimal guidance critically reviews the literature addressing evidence based utilization of laboratory tests and results

· Incorporates comments in surgical and autopsy reports

Level 4
· Independently performs a critical review of the literature addressing evidence based utilization of laboratory results and design utilization guidelines

Level 5
· Implements institutional utilization guidelines for laboratory tests and results
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	PBLI2.
	Process Improvement and Patient Safety

Level 1
· Demonstrates awareness of common sources of error in laboratory processes and transitions in care

· Understands the importance of identity and integrity of the specimen and requisition form and verifies the identity

Level 2
· Consistently demonstrates work habits that minimize error; consistently and promptly communicates discrepancies to clinicians

· Consistently checks identity and integrity of specimen; independently obtains clinical information when needed; resident incorporates other resources such as EMR and radiology; handles deviations from policies (waivers) with supervision

Level 3
· Contributes to practice change based on an identified error or systematic problem (e.g. post-analytic, pre-analytic, laboratory or interpretative)

· Troubleshoots pre-analytic problems, including deviations from policies (waivers) with minimal supervision

Level 4
· Participates in and completes a laboratory quality improvement project

· Troubleshoots patient safety issues (including pre-analytic, analytic and post-analytic)

Level 5
· Routinely uses identified errors and discrepancies to improve practice and laboratory processes

· Models Patient Safety practices; able to write and implement policies on Patient Safety; completes MOC patient safety module
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	PBLI3.
	Scholarly activity

Level 1
· Develops knowledge of the basic principles of research (study design, statistical analysis, IRB issues

Level 2
· Applies evidence-based medicine in presentations (internal)

· Maintains a portfolio of internal presentations

· Identifies research projects

Level 3
· Applies evidence-based medicine in presentations (external)

· Maintains a portfolio of external presentations

· Design research protocol and implement study

Level 4

· Prepares and submits articles for peer-reviewed publication

· Has a well-developed portfolio of scholarly activity

· Proficient in critical evaluation of the literature and participates in life-long learning

Level 5
· Serves as a peer reviewer for journals and funding agencies

· Applied for grant
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	PROF1.


	Receiving and Providing Feedback

Level 1
· Receives feedback constructively

Level 2

· Modifies practice in response to feedback

Level 3
· Consistently receives feedback and modifies practice

Level 4
· Modifies and maintains changes in practice based on feedback

· Provides constructive feedback

Level 5
· Encourages and actively seeks and provides feedback to improve performance
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	PROF2.
	Accountability, Honesty and Integrity

Level 1
· Completes assigned tasks on time

· Is honest and understands the concepts of ethical behavior; seeks counsel when ethical questions arise

Level 2
· Reliably completes assigned tasks in a timely manner; assists team members when requested; respects assigned schedules

· Acknowledges personal limitations, near misses and errors, and putting the needs of patients first; engages in ethical behavior

Level 3
· Anticipates team needs and steps in to assist as needed

· Identifies personal limitations and takes responsibility for errors

Level 4
· Anticipates team needs and takes leadership role to independently implement solutions

· Institutes corrective measures for errors

· Is viewed by members of the health care team as accepting personal responsibility, and always putting the needs of the patient above his/her own interests

Level 5
· Exemplifies effective management of multiple competing tasks, with reliable follow-up; is source of support/guidance to other members of the health care team
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	PROF3.
	Cultural Competency

Level 1
· Respects diversity and autonomy; recognizes vulnerable populations

Level 2
· Embraces diversity and respects vulnerable populations; aware of potential for bias or cultural differences to affect care and the workplace

· Understands and complies with institutional policies affecting cultural competency

Level 3
· Demonstrates cultural competency; recognizes cultural differences that may affect care and the workplace and identifies and avoids biases

Level 4
· Exemplifies cultural competency; recognizes cultural differences, identifies and avoids biases that may affect care and the workplace

Level 5
· Models cultural competency, recognition of cultural differences that may affect care and the workplace; works with peers to avoid biases
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	ICS1.
	Communication with Healthcare Providers, Families and Patients (as applicable)

Level 1
· Understands the importance of timely and effective communication with health care providers, families and patients (as applicable)

· Understands that the written report is a form of communication that must be clear and understandable

· Effectively utilizes the electronic health record

Level 2
· With substantial guidance provides timely and effective communication with health care providers, families and patients (as applicable)

· With substantial guidance produces a clear and understandable written report

Level 3
· With minimal guidance provides timely and effective communication with health care providers, families and patients (as applicable)

· With minimal guidance produces a clear and understandable written report

Level 4
· Effective communicates complex, difficult, or challenging information (e.g. errors, complications, adverse events and bad news)

· Independently and consistently produces a clear and understandable written report

Level 5
· Serves as a role model for effective and professional communication to health care providers, families and patients (as applicable)
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 



	
	
	

	ICS2.
	Personnel Management and Conflict Resolution

Level 1
· Understands the importance of conflict and complaint resolution

Level 2
· With substantial guidance manages conflicts and complaints

Level 3
· With minimal guidance manages conflicts and complaints

Level 4
· Independently manages conflicts and complaints

Level 5
· Anticipates, mitigates and manages potential conflicts and complaints
	Level

 FORMDROPDOWN 




NEUROMUSCULAR PATHOLOGY

	1.
	Medical Knowledge
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 1
· Medical knowledge is marginal.  Can identify very basic histopathologic changes in nerve and muscle such as atrophy or inflammation, but deficiencies exist regarding their meaning.  

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 2

· Adequate comprehension of basic histopathologic changes in nerve and muscle and application to cases. Understands basics of methods of processing specimens. 

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 3

· Above average knowledge of neuromuscular pathology with clinical application.  Understands specimen processing well.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 4

· Outstanding knowledge of neuromuscular pathology relating to common and rare cases. Can process specimens, including freezing muscle.

	
	
	
	

	2.
	Patient Care: History
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 1
· Obtains basic data, but lacks organization.  Missing some essential elements.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 2

· History relatively complete and accurate with satisfactory organization.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 3

· Comprehensive, thorough, precise history.  Contacts clinician when necessary to obtain additional information relevant to interpretation of the pathology.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 4

· Histories exceptionally complete.

	
	
	
	

	3.
	Patient Care: Case Presentation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 1

· Notable gaps in clarity, organization and accuracy of presentations.  Often fails to integrate data appropriately.  Not interested in obtaining necessary information.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 2

· Presents satisfactory description of patient that is adequately accurate, complete, and organized.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 3

· Presents thorough, well-organized presentations.  Above average.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 4

· Clear, organized, accurate, complete, polished presentations with good synthesis and interpretation of data.

	
	
	
	

	4.
	Patient Care: Microscopic Analysis
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 1

· Minimal ability to evaluate data from history and histology.  Reaches erroneous decisions.  Cannot differentiate artifact from pathology.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 2

· Able to integrate information to form reasonable diagnostic decision.  Good use of lab data and clinical judgement.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 3

· Sound logical thinker, considers all factors to reach accurate decision.  Above average use of lab data/clinical judgement.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 4

· Able to evaluate data critically and consistently arrives at correct decisions of very complex nature.  Outstanding judgement.


NEURODEGENERATIVE PATHOLOGY

	1.
	Medical Knowledge
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 1
· Knowledge clearly below acceptable standards.  Unable to form a reasonable differential diagnosis based on clinical history.  Lacks basic knowledge regarding the neuroanatomical aspects of neurodegenerative diseases.  Lacks knowledge to understand identify basic histopathologic changes related to neurodegeneration in the brain.  Inadequate understanding of specimen dissection and processing.  

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 2 

· Adequate comprehension of basic histopathologic changes of the most common neurodegenerative diseases. 

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 3

· Excellent understanding of most common neurodegenerative disease pathology. Able to diagnose Alzheimer's using NIA-AA criteria to evaluate Lewy body diseases and can name several tauopathies and synucleinopathies.  Gross and microscopic written reports are without significant error or omissions. History includes all relevant factors regarding the dementia.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 4

· Outstanding knowledge of neurodegenerative diseases relating to common and rare cases.  Able to diagnose cases such as PSP, CBD

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2.
	Patient Care: History
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 1
· Clinical history is incomplete and/or disorganized.  Does not seek out additional clinical history when necessary. Misses essential symptoms related to neurodegenerative diseases in the available clinical history.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 2
· History relatively complete and accurate with satisfactory organization. 

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 3

· Clinical history is detailed and includes all relevant factors relating to the neurodegenerative disease.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 4
· Comprehensive, thorough, precise history.  Contacts clinician when necessary to obtain additional information relevant to interpretation of the pathology.


	
	
	
	

	3.
	Patient Care: Microscopic Analysis


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 1
· Misses important histological features.  Microscopic neuroanatomy is rudimentary.  Reaches erroneous decisions.  Cannot differentiate artifact from pathology.  Unable to properly apply standard diagnostic criteria for common neurodegenerative disorders. 

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 2
· Able to integrate information to form reasonable diagnostic decision.  Good use of lab data and clinical judgment.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 3

· Able to correctly identify the pathological changes in most neurodegenerative diseases without major omissions. Can verbalize specific microscopic criteria for diagnosis of Alzheimer Disease, Dementia with Lewy Bodies, Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis and Progressive supranuclear Palsy. Is able to identify at least 3 types of frontotemporal dementias.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 4
· Able to evaluate data critically and consistently arrives at correct decisions of very complex nature.  Outstanding judgment.

	
	
	
	


OPHTHALMIC PATHOLOGY

	1.
	Medical Knowledge
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 1
· Medical knowledge is marginal. Has not taken the time to become familiar with common eye conditions necessitating pathological sampling. 

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 2 

· Adequate comprehension of basic histopathologic changes of the eye and orbit. Gaps remain in comprehension of eye specific consequences and terminology.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 3

· Above average knowledge of ophthalmic pathology with clinical application. Usually performs independent case-centered reading to supplement knowledge prior to signout. 

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 4

· Outstanding knowledge of ophthalmic pathology relating to common and rare cases. Routinely performs outside reading and brings up primary literature relevant to unusual cases. 

	
	
	
	

	2.
	Patient Care:

History and Communication with Clinicians


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 1
· Obtains basic data, but lacks organization. Missing some essential elements. Not interested in obtaining necessary information. 

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 2 

· History relatively complete and accurate with satisfactory organization. Takes effort to seek additional information in medical records. 

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 3

· Comprehensive, thorough, precise history. Works with ophthalmology residents to resolve gaps in knowledge. Effectively contacts clinician, when requested by the attending, to obtain and share information relevant to interpretation of the pathology.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 4

· Histories exceptionally complete, polished with good synthesis and interpretation of data. Mature interactions with clinicians with two-way exchange of information.

	
	
	
	

	3.
	Patient Care:

Gross Examination
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 1
· Notable gaps in ability to identify and orient eyeballs. Has not taken the time to seek clinical or radiological information necessary to evaluate enucleation/exenteration specimens.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 2 

· Presents satisfactory description of eyeball with all key measurements taken. Can identify and orient majority of cases. Records observations from gross conferences including position of lesion(s) relative to clockface and A-P landmarks accurately. 

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 3

· Presents thorough, well-organized gross descriptions. Strong knowledge of eyeball anatomy allowing accurate description of key structures affected or not affected by a pathological process; usually proposes optimal plane for opening eye. Understands proper specimen handling for corneas and small biopsies.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 4

· Clear, organized, accurate, complete gross presentations. Able to anticipate possible challenges for exenteration or tiny biopsy handling, and communicate proactively with histology staff to ensure optimal patient care.

	
	
	
	

	4.
	Patient Care:

Microscopic Analysis
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 1
· Minimal ability to evaluate data from history and histology. Reaches erroneous decisions. Cannot differentiate artifact from pathology. Frequent spelling mistakes and/or misidentification of ophthalmic structures in proposed diagnoses.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 2 

· Able to integrate information to form reasonable diagnostic decision. Good use of lab data and clinical judgment. Able to see pathological changes and recognize impact on visual function. Recognizes limitations and asks appropriate questions at signout.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 3

· Sound logical thinker, considers all factors to reach accurate decision. Diagnostic terms are almost always correctly utilized, reflecting willingness to consult textbooks and primary literature when necessary.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Level 4

· Able to evaluate data critically and consistently arrives at correct decisions of very complex nature. Outstanding judgment and thoughtful integration of all factors. Functioning at the level of a colleague.


Please comment on the student’s PRINCIPAL STRENGTHS (include degrees of improvement in skills over the course of contact):

Areas of Weakness in NEED OF IMPROVEMENT: 

To be completed by Attending only:

Fellow is making progress towards independence?

________ Satisfactory  _________Unsatisfactory

Do you have any reason to question this Resident’s honesty? (if yes, please explain above)  ______ Yes     ______ No

To be completed by Fellow only:

Have you had any instances in which you could not comply with the ACGME mandated duty hours (www.acgme.org)?     ____________ Yes   ___________ No
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